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What Matters Most 


HE ROYAL PAIR were paying a visit, a 

complete surprise, in 194} to the Toc H Services 
Club in Plymouth. At the first sight of them entering the 
canteen men rose to their feet and stood at attention. On the 
table in front of one Naval rating Jay an egg on toast, half- 
eaten. and the King paused for a moment to speak to him: 
“It’s a pity to let that get cold—why don’t you sit down and 
finish it?” The sailor took him at his word and. if he still 
lives, will not have forgotten it. 

Does this seem too frivolous a text for a great matter? 
Yet surely it bears, in little, the authentic touch of King 
George the Sixth’s character. Last Christmas Day, when his 
peoples all round the world listened to his voice, speaking with 
courageous effort. and for the last time, they heard him sum 
up his own belief about life: “It is the simple things that 
matter most.” , 

It was just his consistent practice of that precept which 
has ennobled him in the minds of all of us, given us a 
personal affection for his person, put him into the ranks of 
the good men we have had knowledge of, great therefore 
beyond mere greatness. Quick understanding of other men’s 
feelings and needs, a punctual fulfilment of every duty, how- 
ever tiresome, the upholding of a beautiful standard of family 
life, a modest carriage that did not conceal time “joyalty of 
mind”, plain courage to meet every test of war and peace, 
a clear faith in God’s guidance—these are the things of which 
King George always gave us an outstanding example—truly 
simple but not easy things for anyone. especially for a man 
called unexpectedly into the public glare of kingship. He 
was our Patron: in the simple things that matter most he may 
well remain our pattern, 
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the procession. It was the usual happy. a and good. 
tempered collection of people: and as F walked along I over. 
heard snatches of conversation. I don't suppose . said one 
middle-aged man lo another. “that the Government is very 
keen about all this: but they Just daren t stop it. Popular 
opinion is behind him.” “I’m not religious”, replied his 
friend. “but I'm bound to admit he’s got something. If we 
all behaved as he does the world would be a very much happier 
place.” A little further on I passed a young couple walking 
arm in arm. “It's funny”, said the girl, “how he gets you 
when you listen to him speaking: he doesn’t talk a bit like 
ordinary religious people.” “Perhaps”. said the boy, “that’s 
one reason why the Church doesn’t like him.” As I moved 
into the Square I noticed a small girl looking up excitedly into 
her mother’s face. “Mummy, mummy”, she was crying. “do 
you think he’ll look at me?” 
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A big crowd 
In my time ] have seen many crowds. but I doubt whether 
Thave ever seen a bigger one. After all, that was not so very 
surprising: for the man called ‘Good’ had stirred the nation in 
a way it had not been stirred for years. Thousands of 
people all over the country had gone to hear him speak: there 
ie credible reports that he had healed people who were ill: 
pees noe hesitated to speak his mind to the Church's 
S. e are no longer. perhaps. a church-going people: 
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but I believe that we are at heart still religious, and most of 
us were completely convinced that the man lived up to his 
name. So we came to greet him on his entry into the capital. 

If the crowd was one of the biggest I have ever seen, the 

rocession was certainly the smallest. Just thirteen men. I 
doubt whether anybody could tell you what twelve of them 
were like, for everyone was looking at the man who walked 
at their head; a figure tall, bearded and with an expression 
of great calm on his face. 


At the same time 


At the moment that the procession was passing me, a group 
of men were assembled in a house not ten minutes’ walk away. 
At the head of a long table sat an important looking 
individual who bore the obvious marks of the ecclesiastic. 
“I think”, he said, “that we are all agreed that something must 
be done about this man Good. I am myself profoundly 
disturbed at the effect he is already having on the true 
religion of our nation.” At this point a short, stout, man broke 
in with “I’m not concerned with his effect on religion. What 
I'm worried about is the effect he may have on the working 
people. You never know where these revolutionary ideas are 
going to stop. Can’t we have him deported or something?” 
“Representing the Government”, said the man sitting on the 
right of the ecclesiastic, “I agree with what has just been said. 
and I don’t doubt that some charge or other could be found 
and brought against him. But the difficulty is this. Popular 
opinion is behind him, and if he is arrested and charged 
publicly the Government may easily fall. The situation is 
extremely delicate.” 


“From information received . . .” 


At the end of the table there was sitting a man 
who had hitherto taken no part in the conversation. Now 
he spoke in a quiet, suave voice. “I have a suggestion to 


make. I happen to know slightly one of this man’s friends, 


and I have reason to believe that he has been growing steadily 
dissatisfied with what his leader has been doing recently—or 
rather, what he has not been doing. This man is a political 
revolutionary, which Good certainly is not. Now. most 
fortunately for us, this man—I would prefer not to mention 
his name—is extremely avaricious. I believe we can make 
use of him. For a substantial consideration I think I can 
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him to tell me where Good and his friends are į 
aa x spending their evenings. There is reason to thin 
the had! 3 


, go to some quiet place where they can be alone, M 
that they 8° that you authorise me to see this man and, į 
suggestion i information we want, to give him enough mone, 
return for the To and to live abroad for a time. 1 will they 
eae a iate authorities where Good can be foun d 
tell the y ae to them. A secret arrest can be followed 
The rest Wi trial.” An audible sigh of relief went up from 
Rea cin te table. “I am sure”, said the ecclesiastic, 
ee ee are most grateful for this suggestion. May I take i 
re are all agreed that this IS the course to pursue? They 
aoe a it into the sunshine. 
all agreed, rose up and went Ot l My 
On the following night, very late, a man might have been 
seen leaving a house in the suburbs of the city. He was wear. 
ing a hat pulled well-down over his face. 


A few days later 


Three days later. on the Thursday night, the man called 
Good was arrested in a garden. His friends. who were with 

rd him. fled. A few days later the body of a man was found 
hanging from a tree in one of the Public Parks. At the Inquest 
the body was identified as that of one of Good’s friends. 

On the Friday afternoon a notice was pinned on the door 
of one of the city's Prisons. Ht read, “Sentence of death was 
executed this day on the man called Good”. 

A few days later there were rumours that Good had been 
seen. and in some quarters it was being openly said that he 
had risen from the dead. | tried to get into touch with Good's 
friends. and after a long search I tracked them down to an 
upper room in a house belonging to the mother of one of his 
adherents. I was frankly astonished at what 1 found. I had 
expected to see a crowd of frightened and dispirited men: 
instead. I found them courageous and happy. They told me 
that Good had risen from the dead and had appeared to them. 
Suddenly, while I was talking with them, Good himself stood 
in fu Ee and said “It’s 1. Don’t be afraid” 
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Readers regarding the Y.W.C.A. as an organisation exclusively 
feminine will be surprised to learn that activities to which boys are 
welcomed are provided at more than ninety per cent. of the 
Associations clubs. 


A Combined Operation 


THE CLUB had just got its second wind. The 

* initial suspicion of the unknown had subsided and 
the large Y.W.C.A. hut on the new housing estate, though still 
externally bleak. was inside acquiring the pleasant homeliness 
of chintz curtains, magazines and flowers which corresponded 
with the growing pride of its members. Suddenly there was 
a new attack—crude comments chalked on doors, a barrage 
of stones on the iron roof, a broken window—the aimless 
evening exercise of a gang of loose-end leisure boys. But inside 
a corporate spirit was rising and to the surprise of the young 
woman leader, a group of boy members decided to go out 
and invite the assailants in. This unexpected form of offen- 
sive worked. The gang melted away leaving its boss to accept 
the invitation with gauche bravado. 

The immediate impact was somewhat shattering. The 
intruder failed to see why ping-pong balls should not be aimed 
at the fire or the piano degutted while the members were 
dismayed at the dirty shirt, and enormous rent in the new- 
comer’s flannel trousers and slightly startled by his language. 
But the new boy continued to come to the Club and after a 
week appeared in brand new trousers, explaining defiantly 
to the leader “My dad says if I’m going to join the women, 
I'd better dress respectable”. Presently it was noticeable that 
his language was decidedly less profane—a conscious effort 
the reason for which he explained to the leader—“My dad 
says if Fm going to join the Christians, I’d better 
well learn to speak respectable”. 

This is just one instance of a boy using a Y.W.C.A. club. 
The father of the boy in question was a widower doing his 
best to give his son a home but unconsciously the boy found 
in the interest of the leader and in the natural sharing of 
activities with the boy and girl members, a healthy compensa- 
tion for family life. 
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A street scene in a pageant performed by Y.W.C.A, Club members 


The Y.W.C.A. welcomes the widened activities and the 
social education which result from a mixed club but it 
remains by origin and constitution a movement for women and 
girls and as such must ensure that nothing is done to weaken 
the training and experience gained by these women and girls 
as responsible members of their own organisation. And for 
just these reasons it is aware that membership of a women’s 
club may fail to satisfy men and boys completely. A work- 
able solution to these difficulties has been found by forming 
Men and Boys’ Sections of loca! clubs and by limiting men 
and boys to one-third of the total membership of each club. 


While men and boys can sit on club committees, they cannot 
become full voting members of the Association. 


A COMBINED OPERATION 71 


—_— 


The use of Y.W.C.A. clubs by boys is no new innovation. 
Discussions on the subject date back to the beginning of the 
century and the first world war provided the impetus which 
automatically turned theory into practice. By 1930 about 
twenty-five per cent. of Y.W.C.A. clubs were mixed. The 
second world war again forced the pace when leaders of boys’ 
organisations were absorbed with work for the Forces and 
large numbers of men and boys found their way into Y.W.C.A. 
clubs. apart from those who used and still use its Service 
Centres. Today more than ninety per cent. of Y.W.C.A. 
clubs have their boys’ section. 


“Discussion groups of all kinds are popular” 


The ideal mixed club should also have mixed leadership. 
But in a women’s movement the leaders are quite naturally 
women and though some have a natural genius for handling 
large numbers of young people and all. under present-day 
training. have practical experience in mixed work, additional 
help. especially with the boys’ section, can make all the 
difference. And so in some towns the Association urgently 
needs voluntary helpers—and particularly men—helpers who 
will lead discussions, coach drama groups. train choirs, 
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> very warmly appreciated: the Y.W.C.A, 
Such pep a A e oon W.1. would be 
pd o ut any Toc H members who might be interested 
on = service in touch with these Clubs. or enquiries 
could be made direct to local Y.W.C.A, centres. 


Link with the Gold Coast 


ARKSMEN IN LONDON are at present assisting 
ey to strengthen the ties which link Toc H in this 
country with Toc H Overseas. The Gold Coast Government 
are engaged on a large scale scheme of training for young 
West Africans from the Gold Coast, who are anxious to 
improve their technical ability as skilled tradesmen. It is hoped 
that these young men and women will return to the Gold 
Coast as foremen and instructors in their various trades. 
Every two weeks a fresh contingent. of about twenty-five 
to thirty. arrive in this country and assemble at Farncombe, 
Surrey. where they receive their first introduction to the kind 
of life they will be living in England. The week-end following 
their arrival, they make their first visit to London, and that 
1S Tee Mae come into the picture. 
mise Tee icans are met on the Saturday at Tower Hill. 
arranged at Talbot House. The party is 
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divided up into three or four groups with one Marksman to 
about three Africans. During the rest of the afternoon. visits 
are made to some historic spots in the City, and the visitors 
are then taken to tea at a Toc H Mark. Entertainment in the 
evening is usually arranged by the Gold Coast authorities. 
On Sunday morning two or three guides are provided once 
more for a "bus tour of the West End. 

The Africans seem to enjoy the friendly approach. and by 
this means. the impersonal nature of their first impressions of 
England lessened. These young men and women, all of a very 
fine type. are slaying in England for periods ranging up to two 
years, and we are hoping to follow up these first contacts, 
and later introduce them to the Toc H family on the Gold 
Coast. Marksmen. in their turn, are finding the Saturday 
afternoon well spent, and enjoying the experience. 


ECB: 


Paper Wallet 


The issue of a quarterly programme giving details of meet- 
ings and Guest-nights has long been a helpful feature of 
Branch activities. This has usually taken the form of a small 
printed folder, but recent steep increases in printing costs have, 
in most cases, now made its production too expensive. As 
an alternative, many Branches are now using a ‘cyclostyled’ 
programme and one of them. Miil Hill, had the bright idea to 
produce a paper wallet planned to hold a succession of such 
programmes. 

As the suggestion is likely to appeal to other Branches. a 
bulk order has been placed and supplies of an attractive 
wallet made from buff card are now available. Inside are 
printed ‘The Objects of Toc H’, the Main Resolution and the 
Toc H Prayer. The back is also used to give particulars 
‘Concerning Membership’. 

The size, 44” x 63”. enables it to be slipped easily into 
one’s pocket, while being big enough to hold introductory 
folders and pamphlets if required. At the modest cost of 3s. 
per dozen it should meet with a ready response and Branch 
Secretaries and Treasurers are invited to send for a supply 


direct to: Toc H Publications Department, 47 Francis Street. 
London. S.W.1. 
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MorLEY Jacos, Chair- 


To Tue QueEN’s Most EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 


Central Executive and in the name of 
Were nts, H, we humbly offer the deep personal 
sorrow of all our brotherhood in Your Majesty's bereoverneny, | 
We ore only a small Family from out of the great amily 
ihat God has called Your Majesty to rule, but His Majesty, 
your father, gave us his name's strength as our Patron, as 
well as his life's light by the example he set. We remember 
him, therefore, in the words of our Ceremony of Light, with 

nksgiving. 

IR gr Ged to comfort Your Majesty, and all the 
members of Your Majesty's Family and Household, and to 
shed His glory on Your Majesty's reign. 


To HER Majesty QUEEN ELIZABETH, THE QUEEN MOTHER. 


At this hour we take upon us the name of every member 
and friend of Toe H throughout the world to mourn the 
loss of him whom we too have lost. We know that the loves 
of many cannot replace the love of onc, and that many griefs 
cannot lighten one grief: but love can lighten grief. So, 
with courage drawn from the proofs we have enjoyed of 
Your Majesty's grace, we present to Your Majesty the love 
of our Association, addressing it beth from true loyalty to 
true royalty and also from heart to heart. 


OPPOSITE: An informal portrait of THE King when, as Duke of York. 
Sponsored and took part in the Duke of York's Camp for boys 
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H.M. King George VI 
Patron of Toc H, 1937-1952 


6. His MAJESTY KING GEORGE VI 


G.—On February 
; 37-1952. . 
16, suddenly. the Right Rev. Horace 
465, Vicar of Hove. sometime Bishop of Bathurst and 

a sg ee oF Toc H in Australia. Elected 1.1.°30. 
CRET » 13. at Greytown. South Africa, Nor 

Ferguson. —On January 13. al Gre? j>a MAN 
ree MCLEOD FERGUSON (‘Fergie ). aged 65. formerly “Pilot of the 

“chlands. Elected 4.4.°33. 
Geers _On February 8. JOHN BensamMin D. Grea REX. aged 71, 
a builder member of Shoeburyness Branch. | Elected 22.9.°50. 

GwituiaM.—On December 4. 1951. FHomas VICTOR ("Vic") 
GwiLLiaM, aged 53. a member of South Rhyl Branch. Elected 
15.1.41 À 

Hinp.—On December 30. 1951. the Rev. Eric PauL HIND, M.A, 
aged 46, a founder member of Hamilton Branch. Elected 16.8.29. 
Hope. —On January 9. the Rev. WaLTER MUIRHEAD Hore, aged 99, 
for many years an assistant priest al All Hallows. 

Jones.—On January 24, IDRIS Jones, aged 43, a member of 
Llanbradach Branch, Glam. Elected 28.9.'48, 

Law -On February 5. ARTHUR WABOURNE Law, aged 73. a member 
of Kennington (Kent) Branch. Elected 29.6,°36. 

Mitrorp.—On November 24, 1951. Pinttie Epwin MILFORD, aged 
76. a member of St. Austell Branch. Elected 12.7.°40. 

Parsons —On December 24. 1951. WILLIAM ALLAN PARSONS 
(Chip), aged 55, a member of Croydon Branch. Elected 17.4.28. 

Perry.-On December 12. 1951. the Rev, GRAHAME HERBERT 
Perry, formerly Mark 1] Branch Padre. Elected 1.1.25. 
Stewarp.—On January 23, ALFRED EDWARD STEWARD, aged 55,a 
member of Wood Green Branch. Elected 23.5.°49. 


Tue KIN 
Patron of Toc H, 19 
Crotty.—-On January 


In Memoriam: Thomas Buchan Stewart 


Last month we recorded the death of ‘T.B. on January 9. 
From 1938-47 this grand old Scotsman served Toc H 
Aenima as Hon. Commissioner. seeing it through good and 
a we the unfailing faith and warm-heartedness 
ae an og oi of the whole British community and 
et i e Argentine Railways where his job lay. He 

ive years ago and died in his native Scotland. 
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yi Tue Toc H Festiva, 1952, will be held on Saturday 
afternoon and evening, June 21. in Manchester. : 
yi Tur Toc H (Women’s SECTION) FESTIVAL. 1952, will be 
held on Saturday and Sunday, October 25 and 26, in London. 
YE LONDON MARKSMEN will be swimming at Marshall Street 
Baths. W.1. on Tuesday evening. March 18. 
uz A NORTH WALES FESTIVAL will be held on March 22 at 
Colwyn Bay. 
% BARKIS will be speaking at the Juncheon of Birmingham 
Rotary Club on March 31. re 
w The YORKSHIRE OFFICE of Toc H is now at 8 Oxford Road, 
Leeds |}. 
y Jack Davies will relinquish his full-time work at the end 
of March and will then become Honorary Dominion Secretary 
of Toc H in NEW ZEALAND. 
9E WHOLE-TIME SERVICE IN Toc H, at home and overseas, for 
a few years is available to a few picked mobile men under 
thirty-five years of age. 
Ys HoLipays: Twenties Camps (from sixteen to thirty year 
olds) at Langdale, Lakes District, June 28 to July 5: at Hawks- 
hill. Kent, July H2 to 19. Farnham Castle Weeks. July 28 
to August 23. Warden Manor. Kent, and Normanhurst. 
St. Leonards-on-Sea. Sussex, any time. 
“2 For the New ENDOWMENT Funn of TALBOT HOUSE, 
POPERINGHE, promises of legacies amounting to £2.550 have 
been received. 
% A new Donor’s LEAFLET is available for friends who wish 
to make a gift of eight guineas to Toc H to enable a new 
Lamp of Maintenance and its Casket to be bestowed on a 
Branch. 
% The February “BROADSHEET OF CHRISTIAN THOUGHT AND 
ACTION”, published by Student Christian Movement in 
Schools. contained an article on Toc H by Hugh Lyon. 
YE THE ANNUAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS will be published as 
usual with the JouRNAL in April. 
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A Football Commentary 


Y for the last four years a little 

VERY reign Aih of two members of Crownhil] 
ay District) and two blind members of Toc H, 
mouth tink its way through the crowd to its 
ary place ne the Plymouth Argyle Football ground. 
asic a7 week Arthur—himself an ex-footballer—has 
pe ws blind members a running commentary on the 
ath os that they have been able to enjoy the atmosphere 
resi the cheering, the fresh air. the wet and the cold 
5 d all the things that go to make up Saturday afternoon foot- 
an i The crowd was always willing to stand back to make 
A that Arthur had a good view of the game. In fact, When 
the play was in the near corner of the field those standing 
close by used to give up their tip-toed attempts lo see, and 


relaxed to listen to Arthur. 
Two months ago. when it was learned that commentaries 
/ on matches at Portsmouth were being relayed to the local 
hospitals. Arthur began to wonder if Toc H could sponsor a 
d similar experiment in Plymouth. He quickly made enquiries, 
and enlisted the co-operation of the Plymouth Argyle Foot- 
ball Club. the Post Office. and the local Rediffusion Service. 
Generous support was given by public subscriptions. The 
result of Arthur's enterprise and hard work was in evidence 
on January 19 when the first of his commentaries was relayed 
to four of the Plymouth hospitals. The commentary was 
preceded by a few words of explanation to the hospital 
patients by the District Chairman. and an appreciation by 
Sir Clifford Tozer, the Chairman of the Plymouth Argyle 

Football Club. 


Now, comfortably housed in a former press box. with the 
blind members at his side Arthur relays his commentary each 
week to patients in hospital. Letters of appreciation have 


shown that the broadcasts are as popular in the women's 
wards as in the men’s, 


J why n 
Negotiations are under Way to relay to several more 


hospitals next season. In the meantime Plymouth is pleased 


R think that a new “job” has been started. and a new service 
or the sick begun. PLG 
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NAL Supplement, MARCH, 1952. (Please tear out and use.) 


ORDER FORM 
TOC H PUBLICATIONS 


Toc H Headquarters, 47, Francis Street, London, S.W.1. 


JOUR 


ie (PLEASE COMPLETE IN BLOCK CAPS.) 

Fo ir an oe ee E EE Branch;group Date o.ccieccccccssseeeecee 195 
Name... . . sorseeeesso ese wanker EE E D o o 
Address- 


Please supply items as marked on the following lists, for whinhisienclased 


Cheque/Postal Order value £ S S. d. in payment. 
(Signed) x aa ere ee ee ee 
Postage is free on all orders totalling over 10s. For orders totalling less than this 
paa EET FE E TORE PET PEPA FEE TEE RG E ETE E 
sum please add the following amounts to cover cost of packing and postage : 
Orders not exceeding Postage Orders not exceeding Postage 
2s. 6d. sae ee 4d. te alk PN 8d. 
Ss, Od. ee ae 6d. 10s. Od. aA els 
Except for items marked ‘net,’ a discount of 5% is allowed on orders of £l or over. 
Na. of Amount 
BOOKS and PAMPHLETS. coples E s 


Tales of Talbot House = 255, Od: 
By Tubby. The original account of ‘the birthplace 
of Toc H in Flanders, 1915-1918. 


The Birth of a Movement ... 2s. 6d. 
By Barclay Baron. The Story of Toc H Parte) (enn ee | ee 
A record of four significant years, 1919-1922. 


Toc H Under Weigh ls. 6d. 
By Peter Monie. The fundamentals of Toc H. 


Four Men na eenliSamods 
Character Sketches of Lord Plumer, ‘Peter ‘Monie, 
Ludovic Porter and Alec Paterson, by Tubby and 
Barclay Baron. 


On The Way wee lisseGae 
By Herbert Leggate. A re- -statement of the — eefe 
spiritual foundations of Toc H, and its purpose. 


Amount carried forward F E 
i 


es 


No. of Amou 
coples £ 3. nt 


Amount brought forward s a Ta 
s. : 
i Transit ... kaa es AR 
Boa isy Baron A picture of the wide-spread 
Family in East and Southern Africa outlining 


some of their problems. ke 
ieri On! ts cee ate ree . ; 
Sienos Chesworth. Impressions of the work 


of Toc H on service with the Forces in B.A.Q.R. 


today, ae Alsac6ds 


Dorcas Churcher An account, based on te 
“Journal” articles, of his visit to Toc H in India 
and Pakistan. 

Our Self-offering ..- p TY oe 6d. 
By Archbishop William Temple. A talk to 
Toc H. 

The Four Points of the Compass aos 6d. 
An appreciation by John Durham. 


Asleep or Awake? ... y as T 6d. 
By Barclay Baron. Four Articles on craftsmanship 
and modern life, applied to Toc H. 
3d. 


Thinking About Toc H ine ses 
By lan Fraser. A brief conception of the place 

_ of Toc H in the modern world. 

f The Toc H Padre ... i w 9d. 
‘By H. F.S. A guide for clergy and ministers on 
"4 the nature and methods of Toc H. 

The Time Has Come cc s 6d. 
By Herbert Leggate. Dealing with the principles 
and purpose of Extension Teams and giving 
guidance for all officers of a unit. 

Towards Toc H tek s- T Sol 6d. 
First steps in forming a new unit. 

Talking Points nite ee Oe seen) US. 23d 
By John Callf. Notes for new speakers in 
Toc H, set down with wisdom and humour. 

A Family Affair... we tea RA 3d 
By S. H. A study in pastoral opportunity. 


A Pocketful of Prayers‘for Toc H ... sae IS 6d 
A scesury of Prayers and Praises for use in l 
oc 
nee aad ose <3 2s. 6d. 
LEAFLETS. 


An Experiment in Relationships 9d. per doz 


By Shaun H m the “ 
eeu erron. Reprinted from the “British 


Amount carried forward ae £ 
ii 


Amount brought forward 


ice of Light and Re-dedication in Toc H. 
ApServics 2s. per doz., 15s. per 100 
A Service of Dedication 2s. per doz., 15s, per 100 


t Service of Dedication. 
A Shor Is. per doz., 7s. 6d. per 100 


A Service of Re-dedication 2s. per doz., 15s, per 100 
A Festival Service of Praise and Thanksgiving 
2s. per doz., 15s. per 100 


One copy of each of the above Forms of Service 9d. 


The Story of Toc H a 2d. 
An outline of the Movements history. 
Toc H Defined è 2d. 


The salient points of Toc H history, aims and 
methods. 


Introducing Toc H ... X Fe ETA 
A folder to interest new friends. 
Entre Nous et en Famille... “es Free 
An introduction to Toc H in French. 
PICTURES. 
Reproductions in colour, suitable for framing. 
The Lamp of Maintenance of Toc H ake iSeROCE 
The Arms of Poperinghe and Ypres ... we es Od 


The Upper Room, Talbot House, Poperinghe 3s. 6d. 
Portrait of the Founder Padre våt ca 2s Od. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Branch Meeting Cards: For local posting: day, time 
meeting-place (64” x 94” a T E ol 

Posters: (1) ‘“‘Tree'' Design, white Panel with yellow 
border, (a) Plain, for over-printing, (b) Overprinted 
for day, time and meeting-place (10”x 143”) 3s. doz. 
(1) “Toc H? with Lamp, in four colours, white panel 
for over-printing. 19” x 30”; Gs. 6d. doz. or 36s. 
six doz. 

Wall Cards: The Objects of Toc H; The Main Resolu- 
tion; The Ceremony of Light; The Toc H Prayer; 
The Four Points of the Compass (12” x 10°) 

ls. 3d. per set of five 

The Family Compass... . -9d. per doz. 
A pocket folder giving words of ‘Light’, the 
Main Resolution, Initiation and Prayers. 


Song Books, words only 2d. each, ls. 9d. per doz. 


Amount carried forward = 83 £ 
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Amount brought forward 


st ou 
Notepaper for District, Branch cg ae ae 100 sheets |....-.f...... TPN 


; TOO hee: |e eee 
Postcards, printed Heading 5 a | aa 


Wallets: made to hold Branch oat le per doz. 


5s. Od. each me |, 


Badges: Members’ Buttonhole ... ra 9d. each Pe oes ee 


Forms of Application for Membership ... nee” Be 


ADDITIONAL ITEMS. (Not listed above) 


Lamp Blocks for printing, in various sizes 


Total Amount 


——————_—_ 


in 
Add amount for Postage, as indicated overleaf, or if over £1, deduct 5 per 
cent. (ls. in the Pound) No. of Amaunet 


copios £ s. d, 
NET ITEMS. (Not subject to Discount) 
Metal Signs: For use near and outside meeting places. 


Two pieces) Lamp in octagon (194°); “Toc H” 
(233" x 8")... . yee net. 355-2. .2[ 0... 


With Direction arrow (233” 5") tomatch net 45s. | 


TOC H JOURNAL. 


An essential link between Toc H members in all parts 
of the world. A year's subscription can commence at 
any time. 6s. Od., including postage. 


THE NEW FORUM. 


An independent Quarterly bringing the conflict of ideas 
into the pool of common experience. Annual subscrip- 
tion, including postage, 4s. 6d. 


OVERSEAS JOURNALS 


Supplied to new subseribers i itai i 

i s in Britain, direct from 
47 Francis Street, S.W.1. A full year’s subscription can 
commence at any time, and includes cost of postage. 


The Compass (Southern Africa) TA eo 98S. Od 
The Lamp (India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon) 5s. Od 


The Link (Australia) fer Se : 6s. Od | 
Toc H New Zealand y 


O E a 
Total of Net Items 
- £ 
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OPEN HOUSE IN MALTA 


(T ALBOT HOUSE in Malta is very much a home 

from home. The Navy use it of course, and in fact 

have always been its mainstay. Nowadays they are being 

joined by the Army and R.A.F. Because it is small it is 

eaceful and an atmosphere of peace and cheerfulness is just 

what is wanted by any number of men who normally live in 
a crowd, a rather noisy crowd, 


There are twenty-eight beds for those who want to spend 
a night or two in the house. Week by week the house is 
“at home“ to all and sundry, with Jim and Jeanne Stevens as 
host and hostess. Those who knew Talbot House in Hong 
Kong when they were there will realise how attractive the 
Multa House can be to a home-bird in the Services. It’s a 
long way past Christmas time now, but Jim’s description of 
Christmas in the house reveals something of the personality 
of the place— 

For several weeks before we had been planning the programme. 
making decorations (or repairing those left over from last year) and 
then. two or three days prior to Christmas. putting them up. Most 
comers to the house were only too pleased to make paper chains. 
collect “green stuff’ (in lieu of holly). and make themselves 
generally useful. 

On Christmas Eve we held the first party. and a member recently 
welcomed to Malta (from H.M.S. Corunna) kept us lively with 
games and stories for a couple of hours. A few carols, then most 
people went off to attend the Midnight Service at their respective 
Churches. From i a.m. until 2.30 a.m. they were returning to the 
House. and the kitchen for a cup of cocoa (it can be quite cold in 
Malta now) and a chat before turning in. 

Christmas Day. and a cup of tea in bed for everybody. taken 
round by the Warden accompanied by a laddie from H.M.S. Ocean 
acting as Father Christmas and delivering a stocking (made up by 
members of the Women’s Section) to each fellow in the house. What 
a din as whistles. trumpets. rattles, etc.. were found! 

At four o'clock we all met in the lounge to listen to the King 
(always a “must” and a definite link with England and “home™) 
and then tea, with a terrific cake made by our cook. 


1h) 
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View of Sliema, seen from the Whirl 


-nor was to be at eight, but first everyone (thirty-six in number, 
Sree aie: adits, airmen and~-how welcome they were—a 
few Wrens) called to see us, And then to dinner (we mustn't make 
vou at home too envious)— soup. turkey, with all the proper 
irimmings. Christmas pudding (brought in aflame), mince-pies, fruit, 
nuts, coffee. And all for 5s. We were told that a dinner similar to 
this at any of the hotels would cost three or five times as much, 
After dinner. to the lounge for a Family Party, with fireside games 
until well past midnight. 

Quite often. usually once a week. oulings are arranged for those 
spending their leave at Talbot House. Again members of the 
Women’s Section help—this time those with cars. and we all go off 
to visit some of the many places of interest in Malta and to look at 
and admire the delightful scenery of the island. During the hot 
summer months swimming picnics are always popular and welcome. 

As must always happen tn a station such as Malta, old friends are 
always leaving us and new people. soon to be friends. are taking 
therr place. This can be quite a problem, especially where building 
a strong Branch of Toc H is concerned. But the Lamp burns, and 
there is no telling just how far its rays reach out. Men are introduced 
to Toc H in Talbot House and many a mind is set wondering what 
it is all about. Friendships are being continually made. and the house 
can do a real job in preserving and developing the spirit of the Family. 


CYCLING IN PERSIA 


ol some Christians in a nearby village. A young Christian man 
comes for me just about | p.m.. and together we cycle through the 
town—at first through endless narrow lanes with hich mud walls 
and the usual! Eastern sights and smells. Eventually we reach a wide 
at the end of which is a garden inside 


a “roundabout”, and off we head for the desert road which is now 


FAR CRY 81 
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sh and stony. Previous cyclists have made their ow E 
very roug? desert, but even so there are sandy places TER ch es 
across off and walk. Away lo the right and left in the distance are the 
to ge barren. rocky mountains, and nearer at hand are ruins and 
I occasional factory. At last we cycle clear and there is nothing to 
an for miles. Sometimes a cloud of dust shows the arrival of a bus 
see r Isfahan, and it whirls by while we shut our eyes for the 
ing to avoid the grit. Fellow cyclists arc seen and sometimes 
f camels walking with dignity along the desert track. heavily 
jaden with goods. At last, after about an hour. we see the shape of 
a village away 10 the left with the high mud walls surrounding it. 
We enter by a side lane and cycle slowly up the main street with its 
ditch for water and refuse by the sides. Villagers stare at us, for 
a foreigner is still of high entertainment value, and staring is not 
considered rude out here but quite the done thing. 


huge. 


a linc © 


CHILE 


It is all very well to say “Why don’t you start Toc H here, 
there and everywhere?” There are some parts overseas where 
the tide, economic or political. sets very strongly against our 
members who in other days would be doing the starting. For 
instance. the Secretary of Valparaiso, A. D. Jeffery. has 
reminded us that time was when the region of Iquique 
contained more British and other Europeans than any other 
part of Chile. all engaged in Nitrate of Soda in some form or 
other. But now Chilean companies and men have taken their 
place. and two very large American concerns control the 
Tocopilla Zone. In the last five years the English Bank, 
Railway, Club and Masons have gone. and, of course, the 
remnants of the Colony have moved or retired. “The English 
Church opens for service every Sunday—thanks to Scots. and 
I who am a regular visitor to Iquique greatly admire these 
men for keeping going even though badly supported.” G.M. 


Light: A meditation 


(T HERE IS SOMETHING NATURAL and universal 

in the symbolism of Light. To the ancient mind light 

was a holy thing. Primitive man worshipped the light, either 
the light of the sun or moon or stars. 

The Hebrews saw in light the symbol of the Most High 
God. He was the source of light. indeed He lived in light, 
“dwelling in light unapproachable”. He was clothed with 
light: they conceived of the Almighty as clothed with majesty 
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brilliance of light with which He 
A eae e 104, 1-2). “The Lord is my light 
eae alvation”. they confessed in worship. They looked 
and e Ae the Messianic days when the promise of Isaiah 
ed be fulfilled “The Lord shall be thine everlasting Light”, 
Guidance 
never forget the pillar of fire by night, 
sea nae through the wilderness to the promised 
land K Iı was symbolic of God's continual relationship to His 
people. It was when Jesus stood in the Court of Herod’s 
Temple at the Feast of Tabernacles. when the great 
candelabra was lighted to symbolise the pillar of fire. that He 
cried “I am the Light of the World” John 8. 12). Saint John 
reflecting upon the Life of his Master. says “the Life was the 
Light of men”, and He was “the True Light. even the Light 
that lighteth every man coming into the world”. 


Illumination 


And so it was that Jesus calied men to follow Him, as Israel 
had followed the pillar of fire in the days of their pilgrimage. 
“He that followeth Me”. He said. “shall not walk in darkness 
bui shall have the light of life”. f 

The Light is not for purposes of contemplation. but for 
guidance and progress. He who chooses to follow Him shall 
possess an illumination directing and controlling his actions. 

So Christ speaks to His followers, “Ye are the light of the 
world”. The function of light is to shine forth. Jesus has 
shone forth, “the True Light lightening every man”. We are 
the light because we have been made Light-bearers by 
incorporation into Him. We are the lampstand holding up 
the light—“Let your light so shine... .” 


Warning 


There is another word of Christ, a word of warning. “The 
lamp of the body is the eye, if therefore thine eye be single. 
thy whole body shall be full of light. But if thine eye be evil, 
thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the 
light that is in thee be darkness, how great is the darkness!” 
(Mart. 6, 22). We need the single mind—“a double minded 
man is unstable in all his ways”. In all the things that we do 
we must be ever looking to the True Light. How can men 
See the Light if we do not reveal i2 J.H.D. 


ž I 
A Toc H Valentine 


The “Valentine” District of East London Area are the 
proud owners of the Exhibition Panels here illustrated and 
used for the first time at a Festival Year Social Services 
Exhibition held at Ilford. The centre panel depicts the world- 
wide Family with rays springing from a central Lamp to a map 
of the globe. The Four Points of the Compass are illustrated 
in the two side-panels. 


Two flanking panels were devoted to local interests, Toc H 
in Ilford on one side and the Women’s Section in Ilford on 
the other. The Branch Banners and hanging sign finish off a 
most effective display. 

Materials.—(1) Hardboard base, one panel 6ft. by 4ft. and four 
panels 3ft. by 4ft.. stiffened by battens. 

(2) Background colour—green undercoat (no gloss wanted), with 
lin. black border. 

(3) Various pictures. 

(4) A steady hand (for lettering. ctc.), a little ingenuity and patience. 
and an interest in the job. 

Approximate cost.—£3 15s. Od. . 

Further details if required by anybody interested can be 
pene from A. Paterson. 32 Joydon Road. Chadwell Heath. 

ssex. 
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EVERYBODY’S CONCERN 


By W. E. Sargent (Teach 


- Tis Meaning and Purpose. 
Sex, lis Meaning ties Press. 65.). 


Yourself series, English Univers! 

Among the astonishing changes. political, ae and 
social, which the older among us have seen aes In our 
time, none is more far-reaching than most people's mp 
to the discussion of sex. lt is not many years Was children, 
who will always ask ‘awkward’--that is, perfect y natural— 
questions. were staved off with fables about babies arriving 
by stork’s beak or in the doctor's black bag or that serious 
human problems like prostitution or the unmarried mother 
were taboo in polite conversation or parliamentary debate, 
The most universal instinct and function of mankind was 
wrapped in a kind of guilly secrecy, sometimes paraded with 
false emotion in disastrous “purity talks’ to young audiences 
or left to wallow in the dirty waters of the pornographic book- 
shops. The ‘sex question’ found itself cornered and driven 
into a false position. and it must be said that a great weight 
of religious tradition was largely responsible for putting and 
keeping it there—the asceticism from very early times which 
Tepresented the body as a necessary evil, the sworn enemy of 
the soul. puritan teaching which produced as much hypocrisy 
as purity. and not least the great authority of St. Paul whose 


personal attitude of a man towards women was certainly 
unhappy. 


When general emancipation from these misconceptions of 
God's grand gifts of the body began to be achieved in our 
lime it was natural that the pendulum should swine too far 
the other way. A kind of defiant excitement about a forbidden 
Subject and an exaggerated interest in the perversions rather 
than the normal functions of sex tended to be fashionable. 
Now that we are growing accustomed to our greater freedom 
of discussion we are probably settling down to a more normal 
point of view. For it is easier today to look facts in the face. 
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our children sensibly in possession of them. not to 
t the sexual side of lovers’ meeting, to deal with the 
unmarried mother and the illegitimate child in „Christian 
charity and commonsense, to understand and treat scientifically 
and morally quite common biological problems like homo- 
sexuality. One thing, however, is certain—that sex can never 
be commonplace, for it holds in all ages some of the highest 
ecstacies. the deepest tragedies and the loveliest fulfilments 
of mortal man and woman. — 

On this great subject. universal and inescapable, a great 
many of us are in need of simple instruction, some of us 
desperately in need. Two kinds of books on sex have always 
existed and neither helps the plain man—the medical text 
book and the dirty story. There have, of course, been a 
number of others of real value to honest enquirers and the 
present little book gives a most useful list of such. The writer 
himself is a practising psychologist and speaks from his own 
experience clearly, outspokenly and sensibly. What most of 
us will reckon as a virtue, not found in some other books on 
the subject, is that his whole attitude is based upon Christian 
belief. This is a little book which ought to help many readers. 
B.B. 


to pul 
snigger 4 


FOR WAYFARING MEN 


Your God is too Small. By J. B. Phillips (Epworth Press. 
7s. 6d.). 


Most members of Toc H will have been encouraged to read 
the translation of St. Paul, Lerters to Young Churches. 
Those who have done so were doubtless impressed by the 
freshness and vividness of the writing. The author has now 
produced the above book. It is not meant for those whose 
business or enjoyment is found in theological literature. It is 
written for wayfaring men and has the same qualities of under- 
Standing and insight that are so noticeable in the author's 
earlier work. I wish it were possible to present a copy to 
each Branch of Toc H. Many men throughout their lives 
hug to themselves a child’s ideas about God which they cling 
to as passionately as any child clings to its teddy bear. This 
may not be true of members of Toc H. Nevertheless. those 
who do not normally read or think much about their faith 
would. I am sure. find this book refreshing. thought-provoking 
and enlightening. H.L. 


Ny 


Here is printed the winning Bardic Poem at an Eisteddfod held 
last year by Griffithstown Branch. 


Sacrifice 


E SMILED, and passed on through the night; 
Young Elder Brethren to Eternal Light. 

Too near the dawn our sun decayed 
And twilight merged our numbered days 
Into eternal leave. We are content 
Where poppy greets mimosa's scent 
To know our sacrifice was made 
For Freedom's cause—the price well paid 
If peace maintains. You say, "Who dies 
Effects the supreme sacrifice. 
Lest we forget them, Heaven move.” 
Blood drained lips will soon reprove 
If meaningless your words shall be. 
"They grow not old nor weary be. 
From morning light to darkest hour 
We will remember them." Words pour 
Sweet solace in the widow's ear 
When spoken thus and are sincere, 
But we know well the heart of Man 
With base, ambitious human plan 
Speaks stronger words when science aids 
The ends desired—and mem'ry fades. 
One ray of Hope—one golden ray 
Is yours if you would take the way 
And heed a Voice requiring this 
Much harder task than dying is. 
The Words are there for all to read, 
For Parliaments and men who lead 
Great Nations’ paths. But if you fear 
And fail the pleaded charge to bear, 
Others will live to see the Light | 


Then smile, and pass on through the Night. 


J. Bond. 
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sement has now been made for the New Forum to be published 
grrange™ H Headquarters, but continuing under lain Fraser's editor- 
from rly will remain as independent as ever. 


ship te quarte 


Ideas m Circulation 


IX YEARS AGO the New Forum was launched on 

its career by those two intrepid mariners Shaun 
Herron and Colin Stevenson. It was a venture of faith, 
started without money, the goodwill of some friends and a 
firm belief in the purpose which they sought to serve. “It is 
our purpose in this quarterly”, they announced, “to present 
to the Movement the best thinking that is available within 
its ranks and in the ranks of its friends. We are trying to be 
bridge builders. hoping that in thought together we may 
increase our understanding of men and of the ideas that move 
them to action... We shall also reflect the conflict of ideas, 
but not as partisans: rather in our rôle as bridge builders we 
shall present the things that divide us so that we may more 
certainly find our way to the things that unite us.” 


This purpose has been and is the basic reason for the 
New Forum's existence and belief in the necessity for pursuing 
it with all the forces that can be mustered is still strong. 


Essential minimum 


During the whole period of the paper’s life prices have been 
rising steeply and the costs of printing. paper and postage 
have all increased considerably since the first issue. The 
business of circulation has always been a vital problem and 
it must now be increased if New Forum is 10 continue publica- 
lion. The expenses are wholly made up of the cost of paper, 
printing and postage: no one receives any remuneration for 
the work published. Assuming, therefore, that there is not 
likely to be any very spectacular further increase in the costs 
mentioned, a snininuun circulation must be ensured which 
will enable the periodical to pay for itself. 


The present circulation is about one thousand copies and 
we need to increase this to fifteen hundred copies per issue if 
we are lo balance the accounts. This may seem to some 
People a very large increase indeed but on a number of 
occasions during the past six years this latter figure has been 
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i » as a whole it is surely not 
seeded. Taking the country & l urely 
be ond lhe capacity of a thousand Branches rgs nee 
to make this increase possible. We este À ates e 
done, and ask for everyone's help to build ¢ m 
circulation of fifteen hundred copies. 


Your help needed 


You can convince your own Branch and interest your 
ra A : ; 
friends. It is of tremendous assistance to us to el geeulgi 
orders. A postal order for 4s. 6d. sent to Toc H Publications 


Department. 47 Francis Street, London. peer ul eneur 
post free delivery for the whole year. and also help to keep 
worthwhile ideas in circulation. 


FOUND AT ALL HALLOWS 


Part of a Saxon cross of the time of King Canute which has 
been unearthed during reconstruction work in the church of 
All Hallows-by-the-Tower. A pit was being dug for a steel 
girder when Tubby noticed the stone about a foot beneath 
the floor of the nave. Tt had been buried for over 1,000 years. 


and it still bears traces of the colours with which an ancient 
craftsman ornamented it. 


collection organised by HORNCHURCH on 
d nearly £68 for the Old People’s Welfare 


A barrel orga 


December | raise 


jation. 

-~ hundred guests—the largest number they have ever 
: ae -atiended SOUTHBOROUGH’s annual party for Old 
a held in January. Two hundred ‘over sixty-five’s’ also 
Seeded Wootton BasseTT’s third annual party. 
o Making a garden from waste land to add beauty to the 
town is CORBY`S self-appointed task. 
© A fifty-foot marquee has been loaned to GRANTHAM for 
use as an all-night rest tent for herdsmen at the Lincolnshire 
Agricultural Society’s show, to be held in June. 
} Seven thousand library books and a continuous supply of 
magazines have been issued to hospital patients by HALIFAX 
members during the past year. In addition they re-bound 
four hundred volumes. 

A ‘Toc H Week’ that includes a Guest-night, Olde Tyme 
Ç : lest-nig y 
Dance, Service, Jumble Sale and a Variety Concert has been 
organised by TaviSTock for the week March 2 - 8. 
© Arrangement has been made by WEYMOUTH to entertain 
Borstal lads pening w end of their sentence, who are unable 
to use their week-end leave. 
@ EDMONTON while maintaining a fine record of varied 
service, also plan this year to rebuild their Branch hut. 
$ More than two hundred boys were taken to DerBy Toc H 
Camp at Osmaston Manor last year. The number of 
genuine applicants is still greater than can be catered for. 
EA have put new life into me” said one of the guests at 
“ aaa annual Old Folks’ Party—the best they have 
Ap RAs several years an all-male cast pantomine. 
a N 1 was this year successfully produced by 
$ As part of their job ; : 

< job at the local hospital MorDEN (S 

me AE ia : : a z urrey) 

mbers do ‘outside shopping for ‘in-patients’, i; 
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Red Riding Hood comes to Mildenhall 


Mildenhall’s Pantomime 


AST AUGUST Bank Holiday was very wet and 

the Fête organised by Mildenhall Branch as a 
special effort for the Family Purse was a ‘wash-out’. The 
members were all very disappointed and at the next Branch 
Executive meeting it was agreed to hold an indoor Fête in 
December. with some sort of evening entertainment. 


We eventually decided to produce a pantomime with an all- 
male caste, and the script was written by our Chairman with 
one eye on the capabilities of the Branch members. Our 
Jobbie ‘volunteered’ the services of his wife and sister, who 
had some experience in amateur dramatics, and from then on 
things fairly hummed. An S.O.S. to our neighbours of Beck 
Row Branch produced a ‘fairy queen’ and three ‘fairies’. 

At last the great day came and the panto went over 
wonderfully well to a packed house. Besides two public 
performances, it was also played at Old Folks’ and children’s 
parties and a school concert. Several requests for a perfor- 


mance had to be refused as they clashed with other 
engagements, 


Net result: £25 to the Family Purse, a great deal of fun for 
those taking part, and all Mildenhall talking of coming along 
to whatever we next decide to put on. 


K.R.W. 
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Editor welcomes ee 


» right is 
space the 
s of is made to P 


Toc H? 


The 


-ar EDITOR. 
ek Harry _Causiey has 
again drawn attention to a very 
bene question. T agree, we 
l keep this good thing to our- 
selves too much and do not give 
the public enough information. 
Į also agree we surely ought to 
have a monthly page. contributed 
by an experienced writer, putting 
the subject in such a condensed 
form as not lo lake too much of 
your valuable space yet enabling 
us to pass on the JOURNAL gladly 
when one is asked “What is this 
Toc H?” 

Of course, each Branch can do 
their bit by taking every oppor- 
tunity of putting something in 
their local paper. thus causing 
people to ask the question “What 
is Toc H?” 

BILL APTED. 
Dartmouth, Devon. 


Razor Blades 
Dear EDITOR, 


The Weybridge Branch of 
Toc H recently replied to a 
Correspondent in the Evening 


News who wanted to know “what 
lo do with his old razor blades”. 
Weybridge knew of an outlet 
which had long been utilised by 
Tolworth Branch. Later they 
Wrote a similar letter to the “Old 
Codgers” in the Daily Mirror. 


on all mat 
reserved to Shorten letiers 


rint a representative selection, 
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HUSTINGS 


ters concerning Toc H. For 
received, but 


As a result, Weybridge have 
been inundated with blades and, 
in addition, other things from a 
set of marbles to a football, 
from a “cut throat? razor to a 
wireless set, which is to be pre- 
sented to a blind person. 

In all, some 250,000 blades 
have so far arrived and they are 
still coming. The Weybridge 
Post Office staff. with whom the 
son of the Weybridge Secretary 
works. have muttered and wise- 


cracked, neighbours have cast 
anxious looks over fences. and 
several suggestions that new 


be required have 
been made to the Weybridge 
Chairman. Unfortunately. the 
outlet at Tolworth has dried up 


premises will 


and Weybridge are somewhat 
landed, although some eighty 
gross have so far been dis- 


posed of for the sum of £10 
to two or three interested firms. 
Meanwhile. has anyone any 
suggestions? 


ALBERT HAWKINS. 


P.S. — But, 
blades! 


Weybridge, Surrey. 


please, no more 


[Suggestions as to where these 
blades can be sold for a better 
use and price than scrap-metal 
will be welcomed, as we hear 
of some other members having 
made collections —Eb.] 
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On Probation 


Dear EDITOR, 

l cannot agree with W. J. 
Bailey's views on this subject. In 
my opinion a probationary 
period of at least six months is 
essential, and many old members 
will bear me out on this point. 

Toc H is not to be taken 
lightly. and if the prospective 
member is really keen he will not 
object to serving a short proba- 
tionary period—nor will he feel 
a criminal! 

H. G. HUGHES. 


Handsworth Wood, 


Birmingham. 


Good Show! 
Dear EDITOR. 


I wonder how many Branches 
realise what talent they have 
amongst their members. 


Our Branch, with a member- 
ship of twenty-four, have just 
produced an all-male “Variety 
Concert”. A member wrote one 
of the plays; scenery and stage 
effects were also made by our 
own members. 


What was the gain? Toc H 
gained by £33, which was our 
total profit. 


We gained by knowing that 
hundreds of people have found 
enjoyment from our shows, and 
our own Branch has found new 
friends. some possibly future 
Toc H members; also. a new 
kind of fellowship was found 
during our practices. 1 suggest 
that more Branches try this out. 
It is amazing the fun that is got 
out of all our work at the 
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rehearsals. By the way. we are 
booked for six more shows jp 
other villages for charity funds 
so quite a few more men are 
going to learn what a wonderful 
thing this Toc H is. 


Tom R. PERKINS. 


Burraton Brauch, 


Philately 
Dear EDITOR, 


Our Branch have decided to 
try and start a Stamp Collectors’ 
Club. within the framework of 
Toc H. but not necessarily 
restricted to Toc H members. 


We fecl that Toc H offers 
facilities in the way of overseas 
correspondents of good reputa- 
tion. and we hope that the club 
may be of some use in recruit- 
ing new members. 

We would be obliged if you 
would give us some small pub- 
licity in the JOURNAL, and any 
readers who are interested should 
communicate with the under- 
signed. 

GorDON COOKE. 
Hon. Secretary. 
1. Eldred Road, 


Workington, Cumberland. 


(We would also remind readers 
of the Toc H Stamp Appeal 
which asks you to help the 
Family Purse by sending gifts of 
unwanted schoolboy collections, 
ar any other foreign or Common- 
wealth stamps, to the Hon. Secre- 
tary: C. H. Wake, 142, St. 
Margarets Road, Edgware, 
Middlesex.—ED.] 
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